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How Do You 
Get to Camp? 

Practice, 
Of Course 

Teenagers Who Play 
Music, Not Tennis 

By ROBERT LIPSYTE and LOIS B. MORRIS 

When shopping for a new car. Lois Paley 
always lugs along two empty cello cases. If they 
fit, she then considers how much room is left for 
her three athletic sons: Gregory, 17; Bennett. 14. 
with his violin; and Todd, 11. Dad and the dog can 
always follow in their own car. 

Uma Shankar routinely drives the four-hour 
round trip from her home outside New Haven to 
New York three or four times a week for 16-year- 
old Maya's auditions, rehearsals, recitals and les- 
sons. She has also flown to Los Angeles on short 
notice, abandoning her husband and three older 
children over the Thanksgiving holiday so that the 
conductor Zubin Mehta could hear Maya play the 
violin for 30 minutes. 

Music moms' seasons are far longer than 
those of soccer moms. Their financial payoffs are 
far smaller and more elusive than those of tennis 
moms. But they are every bit a s  competitive, 
protective, ambitious and self-sacrificing. Jung- 

NOTES FROM MUSIC CAMP 
The Sacrifices and Preparation for a Coveted Bunk 

soon Kim, wife of a South Korean diplomat, has 
sometimes lived half a world away from him so 
that Yoon-jee. their 17-year-old daughter, can con- 
tinue her piano studies in New York. 

"First priority is Yoon-jee," Mrs. Kim said 
bluntly as Yoon-jee, sitting next to her at  the 
dining room table of their Scarsdale home, smiled 
and cringed. 

No wonder Yoon-jee was looking forward to 
five weeks of camp with 36 other string and piano 
students just like her at  the Perlman Music Pro- 
gram on Shelter Island, at  the east end of Long 
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:slil,~;l. kow rt *as Xrs Kin,':; Su:ri w 
cni~gc. 'L ru;1ec:fe3 =~ht,*? snix ratne 
:ionte last sun;mer, :;hi? would say. 'i 
nrrksetl j.<!u. Mon~.' ' ?rlr s ~ i d .  "in- 
g i ~ d  i!;v;~s a!l tl>e tirnr, 't want togo 
7>z,ck.,' *, 

l i t  is lime wha: sirles of classicai 
(::J's arc down, cl;~:;sica: ~.a(!ii~ pro- 
jirar!~rrrin&.; is dlsap[:cnr::y, pui?lrc 
schmls arc dropping rrruric c o d t s ~ ,  
and high ss..h~lol zilciit chows fraturi. 
Britney !p:-synccrz tr?stead cf 
Hrahm:; a!reryretr.tr, ~t 1': tileso e&!- 
cared, middle-dnss r!.atl~er; w;lc kci.), 
I$e tnriy golden oidies 8hv% lhcy 
'have sr1fJe1 rheit s~wn <.:trc'i:r:< or:$ 
altered Ihr cntrse nl tht.ir Ii~tmlics' 
Wes. They haw: bu!;i.~:! r:,c!r bnrllytu 
lo Iwy 'uett,er inslrc~!r?r!ts (A j:r&d. 
enough hu: ncrt gve;tl. *J!IJ!:;I fclr I'?. 
ad..*aliceii ztr:dcc.nt :::!n co.;r ;i!#r~xt 
$30:0110. a ju-it-0.K. bow $l,COC) They 
*sve st:irc?mctl UI Eel thc'ir ritilc!rrn 
ento chtc tr;idi:j likr: the Juilliard 
Sc:ir]ol procollege pnigram nnd tht! 
I?rrlnlarl Music P!-:iyr:lrrr, whi6.h is 
lor strlng and piano sttrdents ages 11 
ro 15. 
Thi? ?nr!m;u~ prt~gram was erea:- 

etl eight gi?iin; hgo by '3iSy F't~lntan 
2% a Irurnsne co~inleryoiut lo her uwri 
ohcn painfui violu~ childhtifxl. In 
those days, ::hi> !;ays, nc~ 1;rle wrtsnicc 
?"?in P M.P , as 11 IS oflf.:i t:aliai, 
icritnres 1r nict! world-class faculiy 
built ;~rrt!o~d T o l ~ ~ s  :iusbiu:rl itf 33 
year:;, Ute -;irtuciso violi~rist I;zliak 
Perlmzrn. 
, -Dr. Palr?y's !wo oltlr!r FOIL$ attanl 
'l,hb~'tcrlrnar?s' surnntcr camp, wwlllth 

-' o'&11etl PII Sat~lrday 411 rlirre lwy!. 
'-. lv&c bts~rr inv!i!vr~~ in prn~r:tm.~; 

%year-roi!t~d ~x~~rlts-~ri.prr~y,~~~j~ rec: 
* ' .t,ils at tire i'r:-llnans' &?anhattan 

rownl~ou?~:. (Yrt :inother dl'lvc ir~tc? 
" r ~  city from lhc i'alcys' Iiornc. !n 
Cor t . I I !~ :PT\o~I .  N.Y.i 
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Dr. I1a:r:y, 21 cl?r~!c.sl [,liycl:!~og.sr 
V?ti<>!X calL~6:r 73 ~13 :1<>1:1, i l~c ,~ .~r ,< :  . i  

illiihir: riloln %'!!!I 3 ;or;il Suztik~ 
str:~;g program %when [;ii:#o~;. wcs 
4%. Shs a:id hr:; !~usl;zr:,l, Itoltc~t 
Kranirr. a:1 ?tbstrlric,~:n~. u x u ~ r n l  
21cll. chLl:.t!ii 10 tlppr-?&air c!ass#;~l 
music and :~eri:)r;r!anc.e. ac. !hey had 
Thai was t l~o exletit of :tt.ir a:litll- 
t r m .  !hey say. "!hi?y c;a:m r ~ o  n?iiplcal 
gen!utl here: the bovs art. f:lf:ec!, y e p ; ,  
bu: riot piodigle:: 

'."III gc! suckri! li, ~ii,?ce hy 
prtre, ' nr Kran!or ,?a;&, coming 
nc;:T!e frorn a ;ale afrernoon delii,e.-ry. 
"6-very atup i:f tire L V H ~ ,  we bad 
ilou3rs7' Thew frjends and iarnrlies 
hsd ?\:r:n more !r;is@Vings. "l'veti 
now, sor.-,c: ril my Irit:~ld~ Ir-ll tntL l 
m:~dt: s 1niriiakc taking the bays octl 
91 :.p:rts, p:\rc.iru!t$rJy baske!,bali, 
ihaa I w ~ s  forfelt1::g thcir real fu- 
IGCI?~.' ' ;ie ;r:+tied. 

Dr. i'aley ivas r~c~urretl to ;lit& 
the Sbzuk! clanses with lter pons dn<i 
sit with :hem through :hex daily 
pri%t tlce sesslons zc horne. Summer 
*acations Ixerc spen; !:I Lrrle!lrivr, Su- 
zuifi ca:nps. *!so rcqu1rlr.g p;irental 
involve!tie!lt. Evet~itrally. all thrrc? 
boys were accepted :nto tke Juil11;trd 
precollcg;: procr;tnt. whiri~ mrctts t:v- 
cry Srrtnrtlay durlnp the ~,c:ioni vcLar 
and cnn lasi :IS lr~ng :(s I2 l~~~t ivs .  1110 
dally prn9:tice I'toi~l t!tbc.ime tlirr!r 01. 

Icnir. 
"Son!et:tlnles it ieeis hkc l'm living 

next to ila atrport,' salrl DL-. tirsnier. 
griraliing for effwt. 35 he sac deun irr 
the iainlly room. where the soun6 
prooi dilor hxs w~le  irrstaiied for !iirn 
shuts ox: :he Sound Of $1 riilgs. "! can 
I!ear :tiem prnctikily, in niy sl~ep.'. 

On had days, atel- successive 
n~ghts of L~aby tlzlivcrlrs, "I'd accilsc 
l..o~s of being th is  ty:;iri! ix>hn was 
ericouragi;ig these rriu3ic;tl careers." 
hc said. On bctter days, T)r Krnmer, 
:huugh nrlscalgic for the f;ilhrr-.;la 
51ndrng ili &ladwon Squ:rm Garden 
,:;ports ov~nts,  is ir awe of thex ac- 
co:np!isl:menl and dc~dic;:lion. ' I  
eertalnly appreci~tf! :chat thrsy're LIII.  
iog, a:ld they know it," h? said. 

~ ., Win rlic oidrr buyi; itf tfa I'erIn,a;~ 
ratnp {in Shc5ltrr Isltrid and tho 
youngest ar a cello pro$r.:Am at thc 
(Jn~versity of Zndizma, the crwple 
tkitlk they rnav acloslly hrivr: sonre 
quiet Cine. la Augurr, when t!ic Derl- 

::;cliip clecalnph to? three w?elis 
~vlth C'tnne~e ccunter:);rrts at the 

Maya Shaiiknr. with hcr- rrr:bther, Unra. She ~;al!'C ,!itend !nus:[. calrrr) this year because ilf an itlirrry to hrr h;rr;cl. 

Sn;myh;c con%?rv:~tory of Music, 
i l ~ y  thir~lc Cley may t&c a rarv! 
v;li.;l(axl 

Tiie Kr~rner  boys will be among 37 
camper!.. rrrkrg piayers ewepr for 
six pi:jnisrs T~iitian for the ilsua!air; 
-xrek sccstr~ is $4;200 fttl;my are c;n 
schi'lar.;!~~p). This year fi unusual, 
witit five weeks a: catnp i~ntl three ir! 
(.iiir;a Sot ununcial 1s Ihe Sl~~l le ;  
:sl"nd schedulc n:;ldt of rhe day IS 
sj?~!nt prf%c:!clng, <~f:.en in cnblns w!m 
%late!' views. ?ri.ivks : re  deliver~1. 
Sn~n~intrrg :tnd ilrj :!IY op?~orial. 

.J~m~:-soorl Kmi 5ard :tip was 11l;ln- 
niri): w drivp fropl Sii?rsdalr lo ':l~cl. 
rli- Isl::nO k!vc?r; wi?rhrrid In lake 
r.,, n-jecc crnrzrincts of Kcreao food. 
"Mar:y r~f my frlmds ancl rc1ativt.s 
say to nlc, you sil~ril ic:~ '&o tliich Iu!' 
her, hut ;  van^ (1, suiip3rt l~cr," sf:<? 
sa~rf  in Il~e fa~ntls'\ I-ewed hci~lse, 
whos:: only mernoral;lr rurr:ir,h;ig Ir 
a liir-p? ~r t~n : l  pia~-o. 

Bqp! in Scwl, Ymrr lee preferred 
her icy plfir:!i ro !lcr (lolls. The <ic.!ir~ 

;ng tnornwit came cnc d;~y wbt:n sht: 
w;~s 2t.5, and lhe fanlily was iiivttrci 
ro reception at r111' ambassador.~ 
ho t~s~ .  "She played ou h ~ s  planer, arid 
we applaudefl," Mr.; Krti said '.$i,,? 
wo~~ldn't romc drwn Aftiv s l i ~  carr!r 
home, 4hc :::iitl. ' I  want !e:J 1?inn0, 
;iot toy p~tu~o.' " 

Mrs. Kin1 has tnriile !;111c tb;11 
Ymn-jse a!~ay'i hi5 a rca: pkitvo 
She agrr?ed lo join l~cr hr~sl;nr,d. 
Bung:-hyuti liinl, st  d~plomacic ~!osl- 
Lngs in Rassia and Japar! only artt.~ 
Ire assult!!l ht!r thar I: real ~ I W O  and 
a Iligh-lc>-~?! t!?ac:irr wuuld be avail. 
ahk!. .klor~ after hlr. Kim was as- 
~igrltr: 111 :lie I;nlt!?tl Nations in 1986. 
Yuort-:H: Ilr.);uir .;titdyi~ty, wlrh a yrc- 
Vate tcat:her, Miyoifo Loilia, alld w!- 
rprc.8 rhr Juilliartl pt.t?qs;\ni 

' I ' k r t ~  years later, w'!e!! M: Kiln 
i ~ 3 : :  rr~niled to Seoul, Tr1t.s Kim ma- 
tnai!:;tetl at Mmha~.tar~vi!le College, 
ayq?ltrd fcrr a eri!dent visa and stayer! 
10 attend to t\pr "first prtorii?)." %It. 
I;lnl is llow b;rck at rhe I?nit?tl Na- 

;!ens. but ;In as?ignrn?t!r to Prkistar~ 
looms. FYIrii. 1Cin1, who is on I!IC board 
ci both the parents' association imd 
:he KIJI~!~III !~armts' a~stlciation of 
,h? Ju!ll~ns~l !*rrr.olleg~? prr!gr;m~ 
(ap)~roxrm.~teiy one-ihird of its stu- 
.I~:rlr:: arc Korean) will stay in r:\c 
Nea Y O ~ K  .!ren agnlr.. A yocnger 
<b.lLL$ht~l, l~~iiir:-ltY!. !,I, plays the 
t) l l t<'  f(11 il~r>, 

A t r ~ r ~ ~ t r i n p  !~rc!blrln for all the 
voting rn!rsrc ,.n~~lrrtr:; IS [he lack of 
an easy so~lirl l i f~  in tt~i:i~ !;(.boo!!:. 
Yoon-lec's c:nssrn:ltt:s :+L Sc;arsclali? 
!ligh Sckloi an0   nos: u i  hcr teach. 
(11.5, she %!:I, are r~l:itht!r ~nxbre~tr.d 
i:i nor k~,oaIcrljy!able :.ab:ror classicnl 
rnuslc and :~nrympatIteric tc 11s dr-. 
mmds n, l~ei  lii?.ie, 

'1 lnld tl,i+ guy :hat I ;)ractice four. 
hn~;r:, d day, and tic say':, ' 1  ;)rdc!ir!t 
!ny !:tblar rri?:ybi* :3C r!ri~nit~?', :t u eek. 
and eve:yh!idy r:lys [ play i!rc:r~:ii! 
nly,"' Ymw-)cr. isill; roiling hr.1- 
eye? "$%!I rrly f:'ierids ;lrc ninsv 
fr;ends, 2: Ju!l!~;~rd ilnd P.M.P. 

:;;~rnp is whnderful: it's really exi:ft- 
!Ire to 61avr pet>gle around who are ' 
sirnilar co mt!." 

l.laga Shankax will not g ~ t  m ;an?p 
This summer Tbc rr:solt (1: tllht 
Mehta audition was an invitation to a 
::harn!ler. niusli: festival li?sl .Innuiiry 
in Rombay, a great hutlor at her age. . 
Rut it ;:lsa worsenod an injury to ilerf 
!eft liaud, sustained :vt~ile prac:icirig. 
Until a ;xsr was applied in ~n~d-June. 
Maya was ablc tlr ti&(' icasotn with 
Mr I'erlmw, concertr%tir.,q only :In 
her h t v  rechniqae. 

:$Irs. Shankar worries now diat rt!e 
Dornba): tnp was a mistake. The 
trip? 1 0  doctors trylng to determine 
vjhst was wrong with Maya's hand, 
thc S:ick-and..forlhs to New York (lis- 
tening to rock '11' rc~ll, she coaies:;ed 
guiltiiy). as weli ,as the reslirnptlon of 
her owti career (she manages Yale 
!!n;vcl s~ty's business polic~csj, have 
all led to scvere storpach parns and 
ibctot iisits of her own. 

"I'hrty ?;s!d I should do less run- 
nr!lc z~rnilnd." :;lie s a ~ d  "Ha!" - 

Sears ago she? t r~a~ le  ;I c'nnscious 
decision with her hushtlnd, Hnma- 
murli Shankar, now chalrmw of the 
i>hyztcs department at  Yale, lhat 
each of their ehlldren take up an 
rnstrurnent, play a ?;port partici- 
p i te  in community service. , ,  ., 

"I had an irrlage ill my rpind,of 
tite:;e well-rounded children," she 
caitl. "T!m joke is that if you do 
~mlusic. it really does r:urb your other 
it~tcrrsrs." 

In 3ie fall. M:tya, as well as  (;reg- 
ory Krarner and Yoon-jee Kinr, wr11 
be high school seniors facing a criti- 
r:al choice: college: or ccrltserv:llorv 
I'oby Perlrn:~~~, who often finds her- 
!:r?li rempcring parents' iimbitlons, 
: t~~nlrs i t  is a choice as  rnuch abool 
;ifr as it i s  abnut music. Conservil. 
lory is an intensf? prc?parntinn lor a 
musical career College, Rlrr. Yell 
niarl says, IS :.r rhmcc even for filtrlre 
pf!rlormc?rs to feed die mteilect, open 
theniselves m unconsidered ptssibil- 
ltles and. if nerd be, devalop some- 
Ihinp rlsr I;) f a l l  back on. 

rlr P111e.v rcca!ls last bum~ner's 
rkp: Sheller lslarrd audicr:ct!r IIII~P:. 

;'re I'r!rlrnans' cofiCerr tc?nt. "llley 
loved the kids," she sa:d "Hut will 
r [icy love tlanr yhen ~hcy are ln their 
30's :~ntl onC so cute mlymore?" 




