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Sheer Joy by Perlman 
hen Iuhak Perlrnan comes to play at the Old 
Whalers Church in Sag Harhor, one might expect a 
hea\,y-duty nighr of serious m u ~ i c  He  is a living 

legend. whose mastery of the violin has been riveting audi- 
ences worldwide for more than four decades. l 'he Perlman 
Jfusit: Program, which rllns a performance workshop on Shel- 
ter Island, draws the finest young m~~sical talent from across 
the globe. 

Last Friciav's ccincert, ho\vever, was refreshiriglv informal, 
f r a t~~r ing  selcctcd move- 
ments drawn from the mas- 
terpieces of rhc chamber 
music repertory. A.5 a capac- 
ity crowd settled into the 
pews, Merry I'eckharn. the 
director of thechamber mu- 
sic workshop at the Perl- 
man l lus ic  Program, sct the 
tnnc for the evening, cheer- 
fi~llg urging us to trcat the 
111usical selections as an as- 
sortment of "appetizers." 
'I'his went over well with 
the autlience; after all. on a 
Friday night in August 
maybcall we really want are 
the highligh~r. Especially 
u-hen they are played 15~1th 
such skill and sheer joy. 

l 'he title of thc program 
was "Tutto Sl~clnarc," or 
"e\.crybody plays," and, in- 
deed, w e r  the course of the 
evening every r;tude~it par- 
ticipant in the workshop 

. played on at least one se- . . 
lection. This meant that the ~~i~ E\-en-rov the 
stage had to be reset for eello in concert on Friday. 
each piece, allouing for frc- Aloqun M&k!m~ 
quent breaks and con- .-- 

tributing to the relaxecl atmosphere. A single member of the 
illustrious faculty joined the studencs on each selection, and 
chis incl~~ded hlr, I'erlman himself, aht j  cook the stage to rap- 
turous ovations to close each haif of the program. 

?'hc concert opened with the first movement of an early 
i3eetho\-en piano trio. 'I'he enseml,le. inclutiing faculty cellist 
['a111 Kacr, negotiated the music's sharp contrasts with ctmuic- 
tion, and the piarlist Peter Ilugan l~andlcd the intricate piano 
passages with virtuosic flair. T h e  slew mosernent from Dvo- 
ralc that followed featured a bcautift~l songlike cello solo, sen- 
sitively playcd by Amit Even-to,; paircd with a delicate reply 
on the piano, gracefully managed by !'ivim Hornili i e i l e r -  
stein, a faculty pianist. 

After chis relatively restrained pairing, the Allegro Brillante 
from Schumann's ['iano Quintet was a burst of unbound en- 
ergy. 'l'he asvmmetric firsc theme, Icaturing the whole en- 
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't'llc 1'crln)an N,lt~sic Program kicultv student perfornrsnce on Fr~day at the Old \Vhalers Church In Sag IIarbor \vas 
filled to capacity. I;ounded by Itrhak Perlman, the performance ~vorkshop draws nlanv of the f i ~ ~ e s t  )(>ling musicians 
Frorn 'iround tile wol-lcl to Shclter Island. ,140qot~ iW&?eern 

Opinio~z: Sheer Joy by the Perlman Music Program 
Continued fmm CI rhc concert to a thrilling close. '['he concert entled with two n~oxle- 

semt~le led by the faculty violinist Don- 'I'l?e first selection on the second halt; rnencs from Menderssoh~~'~ Octet The  
: 4 l t l  ni-ilentcin: w s  like a crazy dance, the Scherzo from Schubert's Dol~Me musicians br?ught a li~reliness to the.4n- 
whilc the second theme, featuring a CeHo Quintet, opened wit11 a hunting dante, paying special attention to a re- 
duct bctwcen thc second violinist horn motif leading into a fkr-paced curring interior line played in octaves by 
Joseph ICrumllolz and the \~iolist I,aura chase; with ext.ensive call and response the violist \?'illiam Frdmpton and facul- 
Sea): lilte an obsessive frame- The bet\veen the violins and cellos. In con- ty cellist Paul Katz. hfr. Perlman then 
(~rT .e lopment  was alnlost a trast to this, the introspective trio sec- returned to the stage to lead the rousing 

cc,ncr.rro, with tion drew upon the rich sound of the vi- Presto, which was played with clarity 

I)r~vtlra I>y bfichael hlizrahi. bla and the paired cellos. While cncr- and precision, allowing, the audiencc to 

xcxt up, [he fourth moveIrlellt getic, this performance suffered slightl.4- hear all of the echoing transfer of mo- 

~hosE,~iovic~l-s piano - R ~  x o ,  2 contin- fron~ intobarion problems. rives from player co player. 
ueci Sc,,unlann,s u,ith irs Shostakovich returned with his 'Two Speaking briefly during intermission, 
c,wn craq -and obsessive Pieces for String Quartet, and for the Toby Pcrlman, Mr. Perlman's wife and 

a spirir of dark humor f i s t  time we heard an entire work from co-founder of the Petlman Music Pro- 

ensen~ble including Ms. Weilerstein. start to finish, with only a switching of gram, bcgan I>y no t i~~g  that this was the 
places Ix tn ten  movements. l ' he  first firsc time the chamber inusic workshop 

'Ihe audience stood as Mr. Perlman piece, l'reludc, veered dramatically be- had perfomled in Sag Iiarhor. Refore she 
m;dc his entrance for the Scherzo from tween insrrumenral interplay and bril- could go any further, the audience inter- 
the Brahms Quintet. 'lid- Iiant soloistic tnrns, with a pirticularly rupted with loud applause, signaling den'r reverent n'ood u'as specmcular flourish played by the first their appreciation to the Pertrnar~s for en- 
tllollgll~ d~~ of One violinist Sasha Kazovsky. In chr second riching the cul t~~ml life of the East End. 
sccOnci she tuned piece, Scherzol a furioso opening gives hls. Perlman ~vncluded with a promise 
ill>? llrom~ting One audience Illernber to way to a brooding cello solo, assertively co return next summer, to which the on- 
call for a joke while another inxi-umcnt by hii~ni Yu. Soon, the Original ly possible response is "thank you.!' 
was fetclietl. Mr. t'erlman obliged With forwit). returns, buildiq a dazzling - 
a one-lincr.abouc violis=, and any air of display of ensemble. virtuosity, led by Daniel Koontz is a composer and per- 
formaliri was banished. T h e  ensemble the tirst violinist joshui U'eilerstein. foririer with depees from the Eastman 
then dug into [lie music with unbridled Judging from the audience response, School of Music and Stony Brook (.hi- 

- 
force, using rhe intensity of Bmhrns's in- this was pcirhaps the best-loved selec- . versity. I-iis piece "Twisr" for two pi- 
sistenr rhvthms to Ix-ing the first half of tion of the evening. anos premiered at I'ianofest last month. 


